
[20:35] <grip> Hi Everyone. Welcome. Tonight we will discuss the story "The Feather Pillow" by Horatio Quiroga.


[20:35] <grip> You can recommend stories for consideration by typing /msg retinue recommend <url> (with the story's url) or post a message in the Readers_Corner Board on the koach.com Forum or email me grip@koach.com


[20:35] <grip> The purpose of this discussion is to share and express thoughts, feelings and research we each may have done about the story. This is not a contest to see who knows the most and there will not be a test. Please be respectful of others opinions as we ask others to respect yours.


[20:36] <grip> If you have been unable to read the entire story, be forwarned you will probably find out the end of it here. We are glad you are here and are welcome, however we cannot limit the discussion to protect you from knowing the outcome, nor can we ‘fill you in’ sequentially on what you were unable to read.


[20:36] <grip> Tonight we will try an open format. I'll ask a question or two to get us going. In turn, you should feel free to ask your own questions. I will not moderate per se except to try to help conversation from becoming excessively fragmented and to announce breaks. Otherwise, I'll be participating with you.


[20:36] <grip> Our plan is to chat for 1.5 hours with a 5 minute break every 30 min


[20:36] <grip> Before we begin, I want to also let you know we are logging the discussion for posting. If you would like to be anonymous in the resulting post, I will need to know. Please private message me during the course of the chat if you do not want your nick in the log. Also, be sure I acknowledge the pm with an 'ok' please..


[20:36] <grip> And with that - lets begin


[20:37] <grip> It was a pretty short story - but I think packed a punch.  Who was able to read it ?


[20:37] <B> not logging


[20:37] <Smiley> i was


[20:37] <Stormy> I did


[20:37] <LadyWolf> I did


[20:37] <Koach> i did


[20:37] <Spike> i did


[20:37] <LadyWolf> just now  <G>


[20:37] <B> i did


[20:37] <chanel> i did


[20:37] <grip> lol LadyWolf that works


[20:37] <grip> cool


[20:37] <Koach> does everyone check the pillow for spots of blood now?


[20:37] <B> lol Koach

[20:38] <grip> On its surface - its sort of a simple tale


[20:38] <LadyWolf> I'll never buy a feather pillow


[20:38] <grip> lol Koach - ok - who read it before bedtime ?!


[20:38] <Koach> lol


[20:38] <Smiley> then when you dive in deeper you hit your head on the bottom


[20:38] <B> thank god not me


[20:38] <grip> Since Koach brought up the ending I guess we can jump right to it


[20:38] <grip> lol


[20:38] <Koach> lol


[20:39] <grip> what did you think of it ?


[20:39] <B> and just to let ya know my feather pillow will be replaced


[20:39] <B> sorry


[20:39] <LadyWolf> lol B


[20:39] <Smiley> candid opinion....poor immitation of poe


[20:39] <grip> np B, I expect that kind of discussion tonight


[20:39] <chanel> i kicked mine off the bed


[20:39] <B> lol chanel

[20:39] <Spike> i use a foam pillow LOL


[20:39] * grip has temperpedic


[20:39] <Koach> well, i know a lot of people compare him to poe, but did he compare himself to poe?


[20:40] <grip> Smiley, he had been compared to Poe yes


[20:40] <grip> good point Koach, who knows in his mind who he thought he was


[20:40] <grip> but the story itself - what did you all think ?


[20:40] <grip> I was surprised at the ending


[20:40] <grip> (the first time)


[20:40] <B> i was very surprised at the ending grip

[20:41] <chanel> i thought it was interesting with a good twist


[20:41] <Smiley> the second time the ending wasn't nearly as surprising


[20:41] * LadyWolf has the heebie jeebies and isn't sure she wants to use ANY pillow anymore


[20:41] <chanel> for an ending


[20:41] <Koach> lol Smiley

[20:41] <LadyWolf> lol Smiley

[20:41] <grip> lol Smiley

[20:41] <chanel> it wasnt what you expected


[20:41] <Koach> i was not expecting that exact ending


[20:41] <grip> I think thats a real challenge in a short story and I think he pulled it off


[20:41] <chanel> i was thinking it was something to do with her husband


[20:41] <Koach> but you sorta new things were not headed in a good direction lol


[20:42] <grip> to build enough of a story to take you off course at the end


[20:42] <chanel> true


[20:42] <grip> I agree chanel

[20:42] <Smiley> he had it set up for any number of horrid endings, and he settled on a tick


[20:42] <B> thats true


[20:42] <Crysta> I think the ending was the best part 


[20:42] <LadyWolf> you would  :P


[20:42] <grip> well - chanel said she thought things were pointing toward Jordan


[20:42] <grip> (as did I)


[20:42] <chanel> but parasites in a feather pillow... wins for a vivid imagination


[20:42] <Stormy> seemed to be at first


[20:42] <Spike> it reminded me of a tick sucking your blood 


[20:42] <grip> were there any other thoughts about where the story was headed ?


[20:43] <B> i thought it was jordan


[20:43] <chanel> with the grim atmosphere she lived in


[20:43] <B> sucking the life out of her


[20:43] <Smiley> well early on it seemed like maybe jordan was a vampire...or similar cold blooded thing


[20:43] <chanel> i thought it would be do to her unhappy life


[20:43] <Stormy> seems like with that much blood in a parasite in the pillow someone would have noticed how big it had gotten


[20:43] <chanel> with her hubby who didnt show much affection


[20:43] <B> she wanted a more out of the marriage


[20:43] <Crysta> I agree Smiley, that's what I was thinking


[20:43] <B> hi sis


[20:43] <Crysta> hi :)


[20:44] <Smiley> welcome crysta

[20:44] <Crysta> ty :)


[20:44] <Stormy> hi Crysta

[20:44] <Crysta> hello :)


[20:44] <chanel> it was a great short story


[20:44] <grip> well ... she became ill over a period of time, but deathly ill in a matter of days Stormy - I think looking at the timeline in more depth after the break is something I would like to do


[20:44] <Stormy> ok


[20:44] <grip> (I always like breaking apart those timelines)


[20:44] <Stormy> lol


[20:44] <grip> I also think B is onto something


[20:45] <grip> and chanel

[20:45] <Stormy> B is on something?


[20:45] <grip> who both spoke of the marriage itself ... 


[20:45] <B> she wanted excitement and he was boring to her


[20:45] <grip> draining the life out of her


[20:45] <Stormy> yes, I can see that


[20:45] <chanel> well the story opens up a not so exciting life that she had


[20:45] <Koach> he was unable to express his love for her, but it was there


[20:45] <B> yes grip thats what i thought 


[20:45] <grip> well, I don't know about excitment but he was painted as a walking corpse


[20:45] <Stormy> no affection, going hours without speaking to her


[20:45] <B> draining the life out of her


[20:45] <Smiley> B is right, its obvious from the first two or three paragraphs that she was a lot hotter then jordan


[20:45] <B> lol Smiley

[20:46] <B> i was being nice


[20:46] <Spike> LOL


[20:46] <Crysta> he did love her, he just didn't know how or want to express it


[20:46] <Smiley> Doubtless she would have wished less severity in the rigorous sky of love, more expansive and less cautious tenderness,


[20:46] <chanel> i thought it was heading toward a heart broken wife.... 


[20:46] <B> and she loved him too Crysta

[20:46] <Koach> there was almost as much written about the cold house ,as the unexpressive husband


[20:46] <Crysta> yes she did


[20:46] <Smiley> i read that to mean that she wanted some good ole fashioned screaming sex


[20:46] <B> yes Koach everything white


[20:46] * grip censors Smiley

[20:46] <B> stark


[20:46] <B> lol grip

[20:47] <Smiley> and jordan was a missionary type of guy


[20:47] <chanel> she wasnt able to be her self


[20:47] <Koach> lol reminds me of my house, white everywhere


[20:47] * grip fires warning looks at Smiley

[20:47] <chanel> she lived a sleeping beauty life


[20:47] <grip> bingo chanel

[20:47] <Smiley> i didn't write it grip

[20:47] <B> yes chanel

[20:47] <Stormy> yep


[20:47] <Koach> lol but Smiley, you are interpreting it


[20:47] <Smiley> the house was like a "whitened sepulcher"


[20:47] <grip> can you imagine ? NO existence except for the white / stark house


[20:47] <chanel> i felt for her... she needed some love and attention... its very healthy in a relationship


[20:47] <grip> and the cold unexpressive husband


[20:48] <grip> she needed a cat :)


[20:48] <B> lol


[20:48] <grip> or a dog :)


[20:48] <Koach> or 4


[20:48] <B> lol Koach

[20:48] <chanel> she needed her husband


[20:48] <B> yes


[20:48] <Stormy> She had determined, however, to cast a veil over her former dreams and live like a sleeping beauty in the hostile house, trying not to think about anything till her husband arrived each evening.  


[20:48] <chanel> more than anything


[20:48] <B> and some color


[20:48] <grip> or - wow - she needed koach.com !


[20:48] <Smiley> she needed out of the house


[20:48] <Koach> lol i guarantee you my cats would have found that bug lol


[20:48] <chanel> well she did go out of the house


[20:48] <Stormy> lol


[20:48] <chanel> but too me


[20:48] <grip> Stormy - that paragraph takes on a whole new meaning on the second read


[20:49] <chanel> nothing would make her happy but her love for Jordan to blossom


[20:49] <grip> that is a KEY use of words early on isn't it


[20:49] <Crysta> lol..I sure will shake my pillows every night now 


[20:49] <chanel> as you know there is a moment when he caress her head


[20:49] <chanel> and she sobs with happiness


[20:49] <LadyWolf> you'll just wake up the tick to suck your blood Crysta  :P


[20:49] <Koach> i was interested that so much focus was on the house, where it was the husband that she really was concerned about


[20:49] <B> but i think the husband and the house connects


[20:50] <Stormy> I think it was a combination of the two Koach

[20:50] <chanel> yes


[20:50] <B> he was boring as the house was


[20:50] <grip> well the paste that Stormy made - the 'hostile house' - in fact turns out to be MUCH more hostile than we could have imagined


[20:50] <Crysta> I hope not LadyWolf lol


[20:50] <chanel> cold white walls


[20:50] <Stormy> her whole life was boring to her, i think, him and the house


[20:50] <chanel> and non expressive husband


[20:50] <B> cold husband


[20:50] <chanel> is very similar in ways


[20:50] <Smiley> i can't imagine the doctors and the husband not getting her out of the house and off to a sanitorium or spa


[20:51] <chanel> well it was in the 1900s


[20:51] <Stormy> wouldn't have had a story then Smiley

[20:51] <grip> yet - she resigned herself to that and as chanel mentioned ... when he caressed her head just fell into him 


[20:51] <chanel> so back then the beleived in the good ol rest and relaxtion for healing


[20:51] <Stormy> did anyone find when it was written?


[20:51] <grip> no I did not


[20:51] <chanel> well with the setting and ways of medicine


[20:51] <Koach> well, he lived from 1878-1937


[20:51] <B> but dont ya think they would have seen something it started when she moved into the house


[20:52] <grip> in Uraguay


[20:52] <B> well maybe not back then


[20:52] <Stormy> I looked, and found several bios, but they all seemed to be plagiarized from the first one


[20:52] <B> brb


[20:52] <LadyWolf> k B, hb


[20:52] <grip> I actually enjoyed it much more (as usual) on subsequent reads


[20:52] <Smiley> it would be around 1900


[20:52] <chanel> blood sucking parasites... lean towards the vampire days


[20:52] <Stormy> and buenos aires also, he taught school there


[20:53] <Stormy> She had determined, however, to cast a veil over her former dreams and live like a sleeping beauty in the hostile house, trying not to think about anything till her husband arrived each evening.  


[20:53] <Stormy> oops


[20:53] <grip> well even if there were sanitariums - there would not have been a story if they had whisked her out of the home.


[20:53] <Stormy> wrong one


[20:53] <grip> I also had the sense she was much younger than he


[20:53] <Smiley> sanitoriums, grip......for recuperation, not sanitariums for nutsy cookoos


[20:53] <chanel> back in the 1900s are the times.. of those tales 


[20:53] <Koach> what gave you that sense?


[20:53] <grip> but maybe just because he acted older


[20:53] <Stormy> here's a question for those that read his bios, did anyone notice how many accidental gunshot deaths and suicides surrounded him?


[20:54] <grip> yes Stormy, I was hoping to talk about that later too


[20:54] <Stormy> ok


[20:54] <grip> lol


[20:54] <B> ok soory


[20:54] <Smiley> and the age differences between him and his wives


[20:54] <LadyWolf> wb GAB


[20:54] <Koach> we're too close to break to bring that up, lol, his life was a mess for sure


[20:54] <chanel> well back in the 1900s... i dont think woman really were outspoken as they are now


[20:54] <Stormy> yes, it's no wonder he wrote those kinds of stories


[20:55] <grip> He, for his part, loved her profoundly but never let it be seen.  


[20:55] * Quits: chanel (me@nd.mine
) (Quit: Koach.com JavaChat - User Exiting
)


[20:55] <Stormy> nope, and the husband was allowed to give wifley correction if needed


[20:55] <grip> He was definately a 'strong silent' type


[20:55] <Koach> i could not tell from the story the age of the husband


[20:55] * Joins: chanel (me@nd.mine)


[20:55] <grip> and it spoke of her childhood fantasies, I guess thats why I thought she was younger


[20:55] <B> he just seemed older Koach

[20:55] <LadyWolf> wb chanel   :)


[20:55] <grip> wb chanel

[20:55] <B> wb


[20:56] <Stormy> no, i just assumed older 


[20:56] <chanel> techinical diffculites


[20:56] <Koach> wb chanel

[20:56] <chanel> i am back


[20:56] <Stormy> wb chanel

[20:56] <Koach> lol


[20:56] <B> her dreams seemed like a younger person


[20:56] <chanel> where were we


[20:56] <Stormy> right here


[20:56] <Smiley> we are looking at hispanic culture of a hundred years ago


[20:56] <Koach> well, we know she was young, we are told that


[20:56] <Stormy> yes, we are


[20:56] <Smiley> women tended to be cloistered 


[20:56] <Koach> A blond, angelic, and timid young girl, the 


[20:56] <Stormy> you didn't really mioss anything chanel

[20:56] <B> ahh


[20:56] <grip> and we can assume that he went off to work every day


[20:57] <chanel> are u sure she was hispanic


[20:57] <grip> and left her alone - so since she is called timid and young and we get no attribute of him -


[20:57] <chanel> maybe of latin roots


[20:57] <grip> I assumed somewhat older


[20:57] <Stormy> it also doesn't say where they were, but I assume along the Amazon, his bio states he placed most of them there


[20:57] <B> imagine being left alone in that house


[20:57] <grip> well chanel, the author was Uraguay 


[20:57] <B> all day


[20:57] <grip> but good point - the bride was blonde


[20:58] <chanel> ic


[20:58] <Smiley> the story was written in spanish or portugese


[20:58] <Stormy> well, he also lived in Brazil


[20:58] <chanel> ahh


[20:58] <B> never met a hispanic that was blonde unless it came out a bottle


[20:58] <B> but 


[20:58] <chanel> ahh a brazilain woman


[20:58] <Stormy> and many Brazilians are Blonde


[20:58] <chanel> with long blond hair


[20:58] <B> ohhh


[20:58] <chanel> makes sense


[20:58] <B> ok


[20:58] <Stormy> yes, from the Portugese


[20:58] <grip> you mean Charo was really blonde ?


[20:58] <chanel> with no outspoken words... just love inside


[20:59] <chanel> or to be loved


[20:59] <chanel> ahhh


[20:59] <chanel> i am not sure


[20:59] <Stormy> I'm not sure about old choochy choochy


[20:59] <B> lol


[20:59] <Koach> lol


[20:59] <chanel> but i am making a visual


[20:59] <grip> lol ok - its almost time for break -- if you all agree - I would really like to examine the timeline of their marriage and her illness


[20:59] <Smiley> i think we are talking upper crust, and they were the europeans...not the natives


[20:59] <B> ok


[20:59] <Stormy> believe me, i have a great visual uf Charo


[20:59] <grip> when we return


[20:59] <B> lol Star

[20:59] <B> oop Stormy

[21:00] <Stormy> I agree Smiley

[21:00] <chanel> brb


[21:00] * grip rues saying charo and steering the men off course


[21:00] <grip> chiquita bananana ?


[21:00] <Stormy> my course is fine thank you very much


[21:00] <Koach> lol


[21:00] <B> lol


[21:00] <grip> lol ok - its almost time for break -- if you all agree - I would really like to examine the timeline of their marriage and her illness


[21:01] <grip> brrrreak


[21:01] <Koach> yes, sounds good to me


[21:01] <B> break time for me


[21:01] <Stormy> k


[21:01] <Stormy> brb


[21:01] <grip> we will now take a 5 minute break from the discussion, resuming in 5 minutes.


[21:01] <chanel> ok


[21:01] <LadyWolf> ok


[21:07] <Smiley> are we back


[21:07] <Koach> lol grips 5 minutes stretches on


[21:07] <Stormy> lol


[21:07] <Smiley> yoooo hooooo gripper


[21:07] <grip> hi I'm here


[21:07] <grip> OK, we will now resume our discussion. Thanks for your patience.


[21:08] <Stormy> what aptience?


[21:08] <Stormy> patience


[21:08] <grip> patients ?


[21:08] <grip> lol


[21:08] <B> lol


[21:08] <Koach> lol


[21:08] <grip> ok so -- here is the sentence that really makes me work the timeline backwards


[21:08] <grip> In five days, in five nights, the monster had drained Alicia's life away.  


[21:08] <grip> or shall I say - thats the 'end' of the timeline


[21:09] <Stormy> yes


[21:09] <Koach> well, yes, but by then, she was bedridden


[21:09] <grip> the story begins in July - saying they had been married for 3 months and married in April


[21:09] <Smiley> that was from the day in the garden which was the last day she could get out of bed


[21:09] <Koach> so the thing was sucking her blood 24/7


[21:09] <Stormy> yes, she'd lived there fro three months


[21:09] <grip> but - wait -


[21:09] <Spike> yes it poked her and sucked her blood


[21:09] <grip> we also have this to piece into it: 


[21:09] <grip> Alicia passed the autumn in this strange love nest


[21:10] <Smiley> south of the equator


[21:10] <Smiley> autumn starts in march


[21:10] <grip> maybe I don't know when 'autumn' is and maybe thats why I'm so confused by it


[21:10] <Stormy> well, we have this also


[21:10] <grip> ahhhh


[21:10] <chanel> umm


[21:10] <LadyWolf> I thought Spring was in March?


[21:10] <chanel> its in August


[21:10] <chanel> right


[21:10] <LadyWolf> Autumn is August


[21:10] <Smiley> not in uraguay or brazil


[21:10] <Stormy> For three months - they had been married in April - they lived in a special kind of bliss


[21:10] <grip> well for us in U.S. its March and Autumn is August


[21:10] <LadyWolf> oh, true


[21:11] <chanel> yes


[21:11] * grip grants Smiley 2 extra gold stars


[21:11] <Stormy> I think at the end of the three monthsa is when she had the Influenza


[21:11] <Koach> it would be the opposite of us


[21:11] <chanel> so on the other side of the world


[21:11] <chanel> not sure


[21:11] <Stormy> well, right at the equator isn't it?


[21:11] <Smiley> the seasons are reversed...


[21:11] <chanel> oh ic


[21:11] <chanel> ok


[21:11] <grip> ok, so -- 3 months in the 'hostile home' then influenza ... and ultimately bedridden


[21:11] <Smiley> brazil stradles the equator...uraguay is south of it by quite a bit


[21:12] <Stormy> it says it draggted on for days and days, then she had a good spell, then fell bed-ridden


[21:12] * Smiley google earths uraguay


[21:12] <Stormy> I thought it was above


[21:13] <grip> and Jordan called the Doctors as soon as she 'fainted' that first time


[21:13] * Joins: Raven (s.butters@host.koach.com)


[21:13] <Stormy> yes


[21:13] <Stormy> hello Raven


[21:13] <LadyWolf> hi Raven  :)


[21:13] <Spike> yes 


[21:13] <Raven> hiya all 


[21:13] <Spike> howdy Raven


[21:13] <Koach> hi Raven


[21:13] <B> and the doctor thought she was anemic


[21:13] <B> not the word he used


[21:13] <Koach> lol she was


[21:13] <B> but same thing


[21:13] <grip> so we think this part started the '5 days and nights'


[21:13] <Smiley> and he lived in argentina, not brazil...argentina is way south


[21:13] <Koach> "this part" ?


[21:13] <chanel> oh


[21:13] <grip> This was the last day Alicia was well enough to be up. The following day she awakened feeling faint


[21:13] <Raven> hi Koach i bean out tonight with my dad  


[21:14] <Koach> good Raven


[21:14] <Smiley> she was bed ridden, and that did her in


[21:14] <Koach> I think she rapidly went down hill and died once she was bedridden


[21:14] <Stormy> yes, five days and nights


[21:14] <grip> we are also told this : 


[21:14] <Smiley> five days without getting out of bed and the bug had sucked her dry


[21:14] <chanel> the blood sucking started while she was resting from her sickness of influenza


[21:14] <Stormy> and the parasite fed vertiginuosly


[21:14] <chanel> she never got better...


[21:14] <grip> The daily plumping of the pillow had doubtlessly at first impeded its progress


[21:14] <chanel> because the whole time


[21:14] <Star> it wasn't a bug, it was a little humanoid thing


[21:14] <Smiley> wow, big word


[21:14] <Stormy> I agree with that chanel

[21:15] <B> well hello Star

[21:15] <Star> it is an anthropoid, not an arthropod


[21:15] <grip> yes lol Stormy that was a vocabulary word


[21:15] <Stormy> yes, and iit doesn't really fit where he used it


[21:15] <chanel> she was having this parasite suck here


[21:15] <Crysta> hi Star

[21:15] <Koach> how do you know that star?


[21:15] <chanel> it was everytime


[21:15] <Smiley> star, i think it was a bug parasite...like a tick


[21:15] <Star> the story said anthropoid


[21:15] <chanel> she layed her head down to sleep


[21:15] <Smiley> remember her halucinations of a spidery thing


[21:15] <grip> what is the difference Star ?


[21:15] <Star> humanoid


[21:15] <Stormy> that was her hallucination


[21:15] <Star> one is an insect, one is like a monkey/human/ape


[21:15] <chanel> i think the 5 days was the last few hours the bug actually had its time 


[21:15] <Smiley> and the thing had a proboscis


[21:15] <Crysta> I thought it was a parasite


[21:15] <chanel> to finally attack


[21:15] <grip> oh wait wait


[21:16] <Star> it was a parasite, but a little human thng


[21:16] <Star> scary


[21:16] <B> hold on im comfuzed


[21:16] <grip> this might be a translation thing -- 


[21:16] <grip> can we stop please ?


[21:16] <B> yes


[21:16] <Koach> Resembling a human, especially in shape or outward appearance


[21:16] <Stormy> Among her most persistent hallucinations was that of an anthropoid poised on his fingertips on the carpet, staring at her.  


[21:16] <B> i remember that part


[21:16] <grip>  anthropoid vs arthropod


[21:16] <Smiley> it was a parasite that normally was very small and lived on birds, but that under certain conditions (uninterupted access to human blood) could get really big


[21:16] <chanel> like bed bugs


[21:17] <grip> antropoid definition is - a 'coffin shaped like human'


[21:17] <Koach> but it doesn's day that was actually in the pillow, that was her hallucination


[21:17] <grip> time otu


[21:17] <B> k


[21:17] <grip> we are talking about her hallucination


[21:17] <B> time out


[21:17] <chanel> hallucinations are images in your mind that dont always make sense


[21:17] <Stormy> agreed


[21:17] <chanel> but only to the one thinking them


[21:17] <grip> without the definition of arthropod - I'm wondering IF --


[21:17] <Star> she saw the little manthing standing on it's toes


[21:17] <grip> there was something in the translation that was lost


[21:17] <B> whole nother twist on the storie


[21:17] <chanel> it was messages from her brain


[21:18] <chanel> it could be anything 


[21:18] <grip> her hallucination was antropoid


[21:18] <chanel> really


[21:18] <Star> but it was in the pillow at the end


[21:18] <chanel> everyone can interput it differently


[21:18] <Stormy> could be, and it could be she saw a monkey in her mind


[21:18] <grip> well the story was not written in our language


[21:18] <chanel> well in reality it was the bugs or parasites that live in the feathers of the pillow


[21:18] <Koach> a parasite as in the pillow, but unfortunately, we never had that described, other than it was big and full 


[21:18] <Koach> lol


[21:18] <Star> it made it a little more scary for me in that it wasn't a common insect


[21:18] <chanel> well it was a hairy legged


[21:19] <Koach> i also was very curious what it was


[21:19] <Smiley> as are spiders


[21:19] <grip> lol so am I sometimes chanel

[21:19] <Koach> or ticks


[21:19] <Smiley> i think tick is appropriate


[21:19] <chanel> well now we have them to be bed bugs


[21:19] <Smiley> they keep swelling up, bigger and bigger


[21:19] <chanel> tiny micro 


[21:19] <Koach> lol no matter what it was, it's really gross


[21:19] <Smiley> and i love the song, ticks


[21:19] <grip> I ultimately thought bed bugs too


[21:20] <grip> ugh


[21:20] <chanel> but since its a short story... the imagination of fat blood sucking parasite


[21:20] <B> it a parasite for feathered creaturs


[21:20] <Stormy> These parasites of feathered creatures, diminutive in their habitual environment, reach enormous proportions under certain conditions. Human blood seems particularly favourable to them, and it is not rare to encounter them in feather pillows.  


[21:20] <chanel> could be as small or big


[21:20] <Spike> i've taken a full blown tick offme it was full of blood


[21:20] <grip> yes chanel lol and thats one of the cool things about the stories - we can have our own imaginations


[21:20] <Koach> lol i wonder if there really is something that does this


[21:20] <chanel> small but yet fat and full of blod


[21:20] <grip> Koach - DON'T go THERE !


[21:20] <chanel> blood


[21:20] <Koach> LOL


[21:20] <grip> we'll never sleep AGAIN


[21:20] <Stormy> well, i always use foam pillows :)


[21:21] <chanel> i beleive so


[21:21] <Crysta> I hope not Koach lol


[21:21] <chanel> hah


[21:21] <B> lol Koach is going to have nightmares


[21:21] <Smiley> koach, you really don't believe there is


[21:21] <Star> ticks do, but they don't kill by draining blood 


[21:21] <Koach> i am allergic to feathers anyway lol


[21:21] <chanel> the next story is FOAM PILLOWS....


[21:21] <Koach> lol chanel

[21:21] <Stormy> lol


[21:21] <B> lol chanel

[21:21] <Star> lol chanel

[21:21] <chanel> foam creatures


[21:21] <LadyWolf> lol chanel 


[21:21] <grip> lol chanel - those suffocate if you sleep face down :(


[21:21] <Raven> should i quantene all the beds in house Koach  


[21:21] <Koach> lol yes Raven


[21:21] <Stormy> "Jaws in a water bed"


[21:21] <Smiley> which brings up the next question, was this originally a children's story?


[21:21] <chanel> yes


[21:21] <grip> I thought of sleeping on the wood floor - but then - there are termites


[21:21] <Raven> an get a pratavate suite on 


[21:21] <B> i bet it was grip

[21:21] <chanel> yep


[21:22] <Spike> LOL


[21:22] <chanel> ur not safe anywhere


[21:22] <grip> I don't believe this was originally a children's story


[21:22] <chanel> just shower daily


[21:22] <Koach> lol so, does anyone think he compares to Poe?


[21:22] <grip> why would you think so Smiley ?


[21:22] <chanel> maybe too gruesome


[21:22] <Star> marginally


[21:22] <chanel> for a childrens story


[21:22] <Crysta> lol..I'll never sleep face down on any pillow now lol


[21:22] <Stormy> I can't see it being a children's story, myself


[21:22] <Smiley> i think maybe it was, much like some of the brother grimms stories are


[21:22] <chanel> true


[21:22] <chanel> like a wise tale


[21:22] <grip> ( I must say, my head has been extra itchy when I awake now )


[21:22] <Raven> i got a pratave suite like hasmat have Koach 


[21:22] <Smiley> plump your pillow, and don't be a slug abed, or the feather monster will suck your blood


[21:22] <Stormy> children's stories almost always have children in them


[21:22] <Raven> will i need it out after this 


[21:23] <B> its a story rated for 9-12


[21:23] <grip> Well - he did write some childrens stories, but I didn't find anything that said this was one of them 


[21:23] <Crysta> I'd have to ask Koach if this author is like POE or not lol


[21:23] <Stormy> grades 9 - 12 B


[21:23] <Koach> it certainly could be read by High School readers though


[21:23] <grip> I looked for some of his other writings but could find none translated


[21:23] <B> yes dear


[21:24] <Stormy> well, ii consider high schoolers kids, not children


[21:24] <grip> why don't we talk about his life


[21:24] <Koach> I don't think he builds the story as well as Poe


[21:24] <Smiley> he was even more screwed up than poe


[21:24] <grip> there were MULTIPLE suicides in his life


[21:24] <B> he had lots of death in his family


[21:24] <Koach> his life was a mess, for sure lol


[21:24] <grip> he really seemed to be more screwed up then Poe yes


[21:24] <chanel> well many writers suffer more dramatic lives


[21:24] <Smiley> apparently he was a very dangerous person to be around


[21:24] <Koach> lol Smiley

[21:24] <Stormy> no one builds a story as well as Poe


[21:24] <chanel> as that is why there imagination is so vivid


[21:25] <grip> His father was a shooting accident (when he was an infant)


[21:25] <Smiley> ok, his father dies of a self inflicted gun shot


[21:25] <chanel> yep


[21:25] <Smiley> he kills a friend in a hunting accident


[21:25] <chanel> death is something he is familiar with


[21:25] <grip> His stepfather shot himself


[21:25] <chanel> so as he will write about things of this nature


[21:25] <Smiley> his first wife (a student of his) commits suicide


[21:25] <chanel> as a wonder of why it happens


[21:25] <grip> yes in 1902 he shot a friend


[21:25] <Smiley> both his kids kill themselves


[21:25] <Stormy> His father, who was an Argentinian consular official, was killed accidentally in a shooting incident when Horacio was an infant.


[21:26] <chanel> so  maybe parasites.. are something he would like to beleive is a cause


[21:26] <grip> his second wife (a friend of his 15 year old daughter?) was a baby too but they separated I guess before she died


[21:26] <grip> lol


[21:26] <Smiley> apparently he really hated nature...his attempt to raise cane (lol) failed and he wound up hating things that grow


[21:26] <grip> yes chanel, he was interested in Jack London and Rudyard Kipling


[21:26] <chanel> he would write grim tales


[21:27] <Koach> well, i guess we know why he didn't write "every lived happily ever after" stories


[21:27] <chanel> as to that is how he lived his life


[21:27] <grip> and as such VERY interested in nature and its power


[21:27] <chanel> well he didnt live a life of happiness


[21:27] <Smiley> jack london and rudyard kipling were both renowned for their childrens stories


[21:27] <chanel> so he would write what was in his inner self


[21:27] <chanel> to express


[21:27] <chanel> questions or experiences


[21:27] <grip> ok - do you think he saw himself in this story as Jordan ? or as the parasite.


[21:27] <Star> jordan


[21:28] <B> hmmm


[21:28] <chanel> maybe as a life he lived


[21:28] <chanel> not necessarily the character


[21:28] <grip> I wonder


[21:28] <B> maybe a parasite 


[21:28] <B> up for discussion


[21:28] <chanel> most writers right bout people they know


[21:28] <B> cuz of all the death in his family


[21:28] <chanel> not really themselves


[21:28] <grip> After reading of his life, I almost think he might have seen himself as the parasite - sucking the life out of people


[21:28] <chanel> that my feelings


[21:28] <grip> no control over it - just life


[21:29] <Crysta> both maybe?


[21:29] <Stormy> I agree with that


[21:29] <chanel> well that or parasites sucking the life out everyone he loved


[21:29] <Koach> in the story, the wife had her life sucked out of her by her husband, the house, and the "thing"


[21:29] <chanel> or left him


[21:29] <Koach> but i really dont know how the author saw himself


[21:29] <chanel> blaming something for why everyone he loved left him


[21:29] <grip> well none of us know, I just thought it might make a fun discussion point


[21:30] <Stormy> it's interesting, so many deaths around him


[21:30] <chanel> yes


[21:30] <chanel> with some many deaths


[21:30] <grip> I really wanted to read more of his work


[21:30] <chanel> makes u wonder how he felt


[21:30] <chanel> lonely


[21:30] <Stormy> sour apparently, from what I've read


[21:30] <grip> I also do think we lose something in the translation 


[21:30] <chanel> yes


[21:30] <B> i have one for ya grip

[21:30] <grip> anyway we're coming up on another break but first ...


[21:30] <chanel> what would that ne


[21:31] <chanel> ok


[21:31] <grip> yes B ?


[21:31] <B> i will post it


[21:31] <grip> ok 


[21:31] <Stormy> I'm sure we do grip " lose something in the translation "


[21:31] <chanel> what would that be?


[21:31] <Star> it seems if he felt so depressed, he wouldn't have written so many children's books 


[21:32] <grip> in the meantime - there are several versions of this on utube -- I found one that is about 5 minutes long.  I will wait until the end of the chat to post that -- but during break thought you all might enjoy this humorous utube about bedbugs:


[21:32] <Koach> i keep wondering about the anthropoid thing, what do you think she was seeing?


[21:32] <grip> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSjCLd50L5I&feature=related


[21:32] <Stormy> the baby she knkew she'd never have?


[21:32] <grip> (we'll talk more about that again after break ok Koach ?)


[21:32] <Stormy> ok


[21:32] <Star> several of the the youtube interpretations show a human link


[21:32] <Koach> ok break time


[21:32] <grip> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSjCLd50L5I&feature=related  <-- for fun if you want - about dustmites


[21:33] <grip> we will now take a 5 minute break from the discussion, resuming in 5 minutes.


[21:33] <Star> some abstract, some strraightforward monsterish


[21:37] <Spike> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pkAJi_3-dM&feature=related


[21:38] <Smiley> are we back


[21:38] <Smiley> i guess not


[21:38] <B> gross Spike

[21:38] <Spike> tht is a news clip


[21:38] <Stormy> I am


[21:39] <Koach> i am


[21:39] <Smiley> i don't think there has ever been a documented case of a giant dust mite


[21:39] <Koach> lol dont you know by now that grips clocks run on a different time than the rest of the world?


[21:39] * Spike is present


[21:39] <grip> OK, we will now resume our discussion. Thanks for your patience.


[21:39] <Koach> lol


[21:39] <grip> sorrry was researching something


[21:40] <grip> guys - anthropod vs. anthropoid


[21:40] <Smiley> v. arthropod


[21:40] <grip> one little 'i' in translation could have made a real difference in those hallucinations


[21:40] <Koach> well, yes, i was wondering bout that too


[21:40] <Star> arthro vs anthro


[21:40] <Koach> yes star

[21:40] <Star> the original word is antropoide (no translation error)


[21:40] <grip> Her crepuscular terrors advanced now in the form of monsters that dragged themselves toward the bed and laboriously climbed upon the bedspread


[21:41] <grip> I did not yet look up arthropod


[21:41] <grip> can anyone tell us what that is ?


[21:41] <Koach> so maybe her hallucinations were of her husband sucking the life out of her


[21:41] <Star> it was interesting the video interpretations bore some resemblance to her husband


[21:41] <grip> well one did 


[21:41] <grip> or two


[21:42] <Koach> when in reality, it was a tick lol


[21:42] <grip> another had .... 'her' in grotesque duplicate


[21:42] <Star> that is a good twist though


[21:42] <grip> with frizzy ticky hair


[21:42] <Spike> a hairy tick


[21:42] <B> or was it a dust mite


[21:42] <B> they are creepy


[21:42] <grip> chanel said earlier feverish delerium - shrug  (my synopsis)


[21:43] <Koach> no, dust mites don't do that lol


[21:43] <Smiley> its her terrors that arrived with the setting of the sun


[21:43] <grip> I guess thats all we can end up with (shrug) lol


[21:43] <LadyWolf> made me think of a trantula   <shivers>


[21:43] <Smiley> crepustular....twilight


[21:43] <Koach> anything spiderish i dont like lol


[21:43] <LadyWolf> me neither Koach

[21:44] <grip> I know Koach lol


[21:44] <Star> still, even if it was a tick, tick's don't suck blood to kill


[21:44] <B> so what do we thing it was


[21:44] <Star> so it was something bizarre


[21:44] <grip> anyone listen to that utube song ? Teeny little dust mites...


[21:44] <B> a tick will burst after so much blood


[21:45] <Stormy> a vampire mite


[21:45] <Star> not me, grip

[21:45] <B> you talking bout lots of blood


[21:45] <Koach> well, maybe in Uruaguay they have weird killing, blood sucking things lol


[21:45] <Star> chupacabra


[21:45] * Star nods


[21:45] <grip> they DO Koach - cross Uraguay off your list


[21:45] <B> and the wife and nursmaid said the pillow was heavy


[21:45] <Koach> lol, i won't be visiting there any time soon


[21:45] <grip> ugh for real Star ?


[21:45] <B> no not the wife


[21:45] <Star> lol


[21:46] <B> the husband


[21:46] <Star> heavy and squirmy in the pillow << ugh


[21:46] <B> yup Star

[21:46] <grip> ok - we're starting to wind down toward rankings --


[21:46] <grip> anyone have something else about the story they want to mention ?


[21:46] <grip> or about the author ?


[21:46] <B> what was in the pillow


[21:46] <Koach> a giant Texas Tick


[21:47] <grip> besides feathers B ?


[21:47] <B> you might be right Koach

[21:47] <Star> rocky mountain tick (looks at koach)


[21:47] <Spike> LOL


[21:47] <B> yes besides the feathers


[21:47] <Koach> lol, we take rocky mountain spotted fever serious out here


[21:47] <grip> in the bottom of the pillow case, among the feathers, slowly moving its hairy legs, was a monstrous animal, a living, viscous ball


[21:47] <B> was heavy and squirmy


[21:47] <grip> THAT was in the pillow !


[21:47] <Smiley> Chicken mites are the most common. They live on the skin of the birds, in the nest boxes, and in the bedding. They tend to be nocturnal, and will suck blood 


[21:47] <Star> still, what would drain gallons of blood in 5 days?


[21:48] <B> a bat


[21:48] <Star> no lol


[21:48] <B> i dont know star

[21:48] <Star> a few drops maybe


[21:48] <B> a vampire


[21:48] <B> not


[21:48] <B> wont live in a pillow


[21:48] <B> Star has the answer


[21:48] <Koach> they can only suck that much blood in Uruguay and Texas


[21:48] <B> lol Koach

[21:48] <LadyWolf> lol


[21:49] <B> has to be invited anyhow


[21:49] <B> lol


[21:49] <Star> stop bashing the poor ticks, the infect, they don't drain humans :(


[21:49] <Koach> now stormy will be sleeping with a shot gun by his bed to kill bugs lol


[21:49] * B watches to much vampire movies


[21:49] <Spike> and in dr offices too 


[21:49] <Stormy> that's there anyway :)


[21:49] <Koach> lol


[21:49] <grip> a monster of the imagination


[21:49] <B> so what was it Star

[21:49] <B> a flea


[21:49] <grip> were poe's monsters/villains always explainable ?


[21:49] <B> no


[21:49] <Smiley> i have a picture of a chicken mite....


[21:49] <Stormy> ab avian mite


[21:49] <Star> some anthropoid i guess, that's what it implied


[21:49] <grip> wait - they were usually human weren't they lol


[21:50] <Smiley> http://backyardchickens.com/LC-mites.html


[21:50] <Koach> lol yes grip

[21:50] <Stormy> well, it had hairy legs and a proboscis, maybe it was a Mutated, Uraguayan Mosquito?


[21:50] <grip> I do think we've determined that we would not compare him to Poe haven't we


[21:50] <Star> hard to tell from one story


[21:50] <Koach> i think Poe is in his own class


[21:50] <Star> i agree koach

[21:51] <Stormy> I agree


[21:51] <grip> ugh Smiley they are ugly 


[21:51] <Koach> that's not to say this author is no good, but Poe is unusual


[21:51] <grip> well yes, and he admired Poe


[21:51] <Star> i'd judge him more on his children's stories actually (imo)


[21:51] <grip> there are many who did


[21:51] <grip> well if you can find any translated to english I would be interested in reading them


[21:51] <Smiley> not having read anything else he wrote...i would have to say that poe is way better


[21:51] <grip> evidently his poetry was really panned


[21:51] <Stormy> well, i think to compare any author to Poe is to diminish that author


[21:52] <B> http://www.utdallas.edu/~aargyros/the_decapitated_chicken.htm


[21:52] <Smiley> poe had one great dead love, and a substance abuse problem


[21:52] <Smiley> this guy liked little girls 


[21:52] <Star> every author is influenced by some other author, poe was as well


[21:52] <Koach> i think both those statements are not really true


[21:52] <Stormy> Qiroga had several deaders and a mental problem


[21:53] <grip> which statements Koach ?


[21:53] <Koach> from Smiley

[21:53] <Smiley> oh?


[21:53] <Koach> poes drug problems are debateable


[21:53] <Smiley> the lost lenore?


[21:53] <Star> don't know how old his daughter's friend was, smiley

[21:53] <Star> clinton (cough)


[21:53] <Smiley> true, but his first wife was one of his students


[21:53] <Koach> and , marrying younger women does not mean you like little gorls


[21:54] <Koach> gorls


[21:54] <Koach> girsl


[21:54] <Stormy> well, his daughter was about 16 0r 17 Star

[21:54] <Koach> oh well


[21:54] <Star> i'm 55 and a student


[21:54] <Stormy> that's true, and he was still fairly young at that time


[21:54] <grip> I had read there was a pretty considerable age difference (I thought) with his second wife


[21:55] <Koach> yes he married one of his daughters friends, 30 years or so difference


[21:55] <Star> i tend to think he was quite a bit older than alicia, just by the descriptions


[21:55] <Stormy> that's the one, she was his daughter's friend, and the daughter was about 16 or so


[21:55] <Koach> but she wasn't 5


[21:55] <grip> true


[21:55] <Smiley> i didn't mean to imply that he was a pedophile 


[21:55] <grip> 'little' girls is relative - especially to a former softball coach :)


[21:55] <grip> of many years


[21:55] <grip> lol


[21:56] <Koach> it was not unusual for women of 16 or 17 to marry in those days


[21:56] <grip> true


[21:56] <Smiley> nope


[21:56] <Stormy> mostly to older men also


[21:56] <grip> ok - anything else before rankings ?


[21:56] <Star> i envisioned a hemmingway type village, slim pickings


[21:57] <Stormy> in that area, unless I'm badly mistaken, they still had a lot of 'arranged' marriages


[21:57] <Star> white stucco


[21:57] <Spike> my uncle loved older women


[21:57] <grip> I didn't at first Star

[21:57] <grip> with marble statues and friezes and columns I leaned toward more expansive 'empty' well to do's


[21:58] <grip> but after watching the utubes, changed the vision


[21:58] <Star> same here


[21:58] <Koach> lol it made me want to start painting my white walls (not really, i hate to paint)


[21:58] <grip> rather, adopted the vision 


[21:58] <Stormy> I got the feeling that is was cold because he was cold


[21:58] <grip> it made you WANT them white Koach ?


[21:58] <grip> lol


[21:58] <Koach> lol mine are already white lol


[21:58] <grip> ohh you wanted to change it, I see


[21:59] <grip> well here is the shortest utube I found and I thought depicted most scenes more accurately 


[21:59] <Star> he loved her profoundly (to me that doesn't imply he was cold), her illness devastated him


[21:59] <grip> (well from the story that is)


[21:59] <Stormy> yes, it said early on that he did, he just didn't show it


[21:59] <Stormy> Jordan, who had been silent for 


[21:59] <Stormy> oops


[21:59] <grip> http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GCtQS1dnapE&feature=related


[22:00] <Stormy> thanks grip

[22:00] <grip> (I'll post them all in the forum)


[22:00] <Stormy> Jordan, who had been silent for an hour. He, for his part, loved her profoundly but never let it be seen.  


[22:00] <grip> ok rankings - here we go 


[22:00] <Stormy> ok


[22:00] <grip> We rank our stories on 3 methods.


[22:00] <grip> Please first rank the story (accompanied by any additional words you choose) with an Interest or Entertainment Value:


[22:00] <grip> 5--One of the most engrossing stories I have ever read


[22:00] <grip> 4--Very entertaining, I would recommend it to my friends


[22:00] <grip> 3--A good read, I might recommend it to people whom I know share my interests or tastes


[22:00] <grip> 2--I would not recommend this story to others


[22:00] <grip> 1--A really bad read, I am sorry I wasted my time with it


[22:00] <grip> 4


[22:00] <Koach> 3.5


[22:00] <Star> 1.8


[22:00] <Stormy> 3.5


[22:00] <Spike> 4


[22:00] <Smiley> 3


[22:00] <LadyWolf> 3


[22:00] <B> 3


[22:00] <Stormy> B is coming, she's on the forum


[22:01] <Stormy> ok


[22:01] <Star> oh wait wrong category


[22:01] <LadyWolf> lol


[22:01] <Koach> lol Star

[22:01] <Star> 3.5 for fun


[22:01] <Crysta> 4


[22:01] <grip> And now, please provide your ranking (accompanied by any extra words you choose) on the Artistic Value (Social/Emotional content)


[22:01] <grip> 5--A work of art, pulitzer prize material.


[22:01] <grip> 4--A significant contribution to literature


[22:01] <grip> 3--Well written


[22:01] <grip> 2--Pretty Forgettable


[22:01] <grip> 1--Garbage


[22:01] <grip> 3


[22:01] <Star> 1.8


[22:01] <Stormy> 3


[22:01] <chanel>  4


[22:01] <Smiley> 2.5


[22:01] <Koach> 3


[22:01] <Spike> 3


[22:01] <LadyWolf> 2


[22:01] <Crysta> 3


[22:01] <B> 3


[22:01] <LadyWolf> ummm


[22:02] <chanel> 4


[22:02] <chanel> 3


[22:02] <Koach> lol chanel

[22:02] <LadyWolf> wait... not sure it's pretty forgettable... I'll be thinking of it every time I put my head on a pillow now


[22:02] <Stormy> lol


[22:02] <grip> Lastly, please provide a ranking of your thought of the chat discussion itself based on the following scale:


[22:02] <grip> 5--One of the most enjoyable times I have ever spent in chat. This is what chat is for !


[22:02] <grip> 4--A really enjoyable chat, as good as warm chocolate chip cookies with milk.


[22:02] <grip> 3--A nice chat, time well spent.


[22:02] <grip> 2--Better than a sharp stick in the eye, but not by much


[22:02] <grip> 1--I may never chat again as a result of this experience.


[22:02] <chanel> 4 for the first


[22:02] <Koach> lol LadyWolf true


[22:02] <chanel> and 3 for the second


[22:02] <Smiley> 4


[22:02] <Spike> 4


[22:02] <LadyWolf> 4


[22:02] <Koach> 4


[22:02] <Star> 4


[22:02] <B> mine is going tomorrow LadyWolf

[22:02] <Stormy> 4.5


[22:02] <chanel> 4


[22:02] <grip> 4.2


[22:02] <Crysta> 4


[22:02] <LadyWolf> lol GAB, gonna use it one more night?


[22:03] <chanel> 4


[22:03] <Stormy> B has already washed hers twice this weekend


[22:03] <Koach> nice to see you here tonite, chanel, and you too LadyWolf

[22:03] * Star wishes she had a little man in her pillow


[22:03] <Koach> lol Star

[22:03] <B> lol Star

[22:03] <Stormy> ROFL Star

[22:03] <grip> absolutely - I hope you all come back next week -- AND speaking of next week ...


[22:03] <Koach> now that is a quote for the ages


[22:03] <chanel> thank you


[22:03] <LadyWolf> lol Star

[22:03] <LadyWolf> thanks Koach

[22:03] <chanel> enjoyed the chatg


[22:03] <grip> Our Story for April 13 is Angela by William Schwenk Gilbert.


[22:03] <B> lol Koach

[22:03] <grip> The link for this story is: http://www.classicreader.com/read.php/bookid.2963/sec.1/


[22:03] <Koach> oh nice, thanks for posting it tonite grip

[22:03] <grip> lol Star, just read your quote


[22:03] <Stormy> thanks grip

[22:04] <grip> 

[22:03] * Star wishes she had a little man in her pillow


[22:04] <Koach> lol


[22:04] <grip> I think you'll see that one in the writeup


[22:04] <Star> swell


[22:04] <Koach> star might want to suddently be anonymous lol


[22:04] <grip> lol thats what the little man does after he sucks your blood


[22:04] * Star digs out grip's modem quote...


[22:04] <grip> he swells


[22:04] <grip> lol


[22:04] <LadyWolf> hey B?


[22:04] <grip> its an HD quote thank you very much


[22:04] <grip> lol


[22:05] <B> hey LadyWolf

[22:05] * Star stands corrected


[22:05] <Star> ... but continues to search ...


[22:05] <LadyWolf> since you're throwing your pillow away anyways... cut it open and let us know if there really is something in it, please
